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LORIGRAM
Inspiring minds and encouraging hearts-one child at a time.

The Weaver family did not have a typical day.  In addition to their two teens who are in 
wheelchairs Mom and Dad have a new baby and two little guys running around.   Even 
without the wheelchairs the typical day is pretty hectic.  Add to that the efforts and 
struggles of being caregivers and you have some pretty stressed moments.   But then they 
got the call from Lori's Voice - of the hundreds of families that applied they were the lucky 
ones to receive a free van.  Their lives were about to change.
The family had never ridden together - anyplace - ever - not to the doctor - the store - 
church - grandma's house - no place.   Two kids in wheelchairs, two in car seats and one in a 
baby seat, they simply didn't fit in their vehicle.   Every trip, regardless of how incidental, 
required some decisions - who would go - Mom or Dad?  Which wheelchair child would go?  
Would one of the little ones go as well?   Lack of an accessible vehicle was much more than 
a minor inconvenience, going anyplace, doing anything became a time consuming task.   
Saying a new accessible van is life changing seems an understatement.
Going places together as a family opened a whole new chapter in their day-to-day 
activities.  Simplifying so many things we take for granted.   No more lifting the kids into 
the car and tossing the wheelchair in the back, no more planning and organizing for the 
simplest of tasks that involves driving.
Our assistance helps real people solve real problems - thank you for your donations.

ANOTHER LORI'S VOICE VAN
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There were ghosts and 
goblins everywhere - along 
with a princess or two and 
the customary cowboy.  
Clock Conversions 
sponsored a Halloween 
Trunk or Treat event for 
wheelchair kids.  Lot's of 
the families we've helped 
purchase a van were able 
to attend and everyone 
had a great time.
Fortunately several retail 
stores now carry wheelchair
accessible costumes, each 
designed to fit around the 
chair.  This allows the kids 
with wheels to be their 
favorite superhero or 
someone they aspire to be.
Thank you Clock for 
making this possible and 
hosting so many wonderful 
kids.  We were glad to be 
part of it.
 

TRUNK OR TREAT

A LOT - BUT NOT ENOUGH        
As 2022 draws to a close our assistance has already exceeded $500,000 this year.   That is a 
lot of money and this assistance is often life changing for our families.  But unfortunately, it 
barely dents the unmet needs of the challenged children right here in our state.  Where did 
over half a million dollars go you ask - we supported families in acquiring accessible vans, 
expenses for distant medical appointments, therapy, necessary home modifications and 
specialized equipment.  Everything from wheelchair designed winter coats to intensive sessions 
teaching a child to walk.  
Insurance often fails to meet expenses that many would consider absolutely necessary for the 
well being of a child.   That's why your continued support and donations are so vital in this
work.   A few years ago we would have been collectively shocked to think we would give away 
$500,000 - today we know we need even more.   As you plan your year-end giving and your 
estate plan remember Lori's Voice - we're taking care of the kids.



    EASY WAYS TO GIVE          
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Save your SpartanNash receipts.  Lots of little numbers add up and Lori's Voice has 
received $10,000 from collecting and turning receipts in.  Collection boxes are located 
at L&L Printing in Coopersville and Creative Mobility in Byron Center, or just mail 
them to Lori's Voice, PO Box 66, Coopersville, MI 49404.
We will be receiving the proceeds from a Paper Gator that will be arriving as soon as 
one is available at The Coopersville Brewing Company.  Recycle your papers, 
cardboard, junk mail, magazines, catalogs and books.  Keep the planet clean and help 
a child.
The holidays are here so be sure to shop AmazonSmile and designate Lori's Voice each 
time you make a purchase.  AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases to 
our mission. Thank you!

     EVERYONE IS WELCOME ABOARD

The Coopersville/Marne Railway now has a handicap accessible passenger car.   A couple weeks 
ago we invited kids we have helped to board the train and test out the newest car designed with 
a wheelchair lift.  Each child has a designated lockable chair space to make sure they are safe 
and secure.  As the train chugged along, the smiles were evidence that the ride was a huge hit 
and that the accessible lift means everyone can ride.  Lori's Voice was among many in the 
community who supported the car modifications to make the accessible train possible. 



Lori's Voice, PO Box 66, Coopersville, MI 49404
www.lorisvoice.org
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THE MARIANNE MINUTE 

Different, but the same.  Different because Lori is officially "retiring" and I've taken on a 
leadership role as Executive Director.   The same because we are still about the business of 
inspiring minds and encouraging hearts.
After founding and devoting countless hours to Lori's Voice, Lori has decided to slow 
down and enjoy more time with her family.  But her nature doesn't allow her to simply
fade away, she will keep her fingers on the pulse of the organization by taking on the 
role of Director Emeritus.  This is a new role that we established for her.  It takes her out 
of the day-to-day activities of the organization and utilizes her knowledge and talent to 
direct others as part of the Board.  This evolution gives Lori's Voice the best of two 
worlds.  It allows Lori to relax and enjoy life while beginning a transition to professional 
management, a necessary move as we continue to grow.   As a friend of Lori's Voice this 
change will be transparent to you.  Over time this move will allow us to expand our 
reach and increase our efforts, assisting more kids.
I will use this Marianne Minute LoriGram space from time to time to bring you up to 
date on our activities and to share my thoughts on our progress and goals.  I will 
conclude today by assuring you the spirit of Lori's Voice is unchanged and we have a 
bright future.
I also want to tell you that we see more needs than ever.  The challenges of many 
children are yet to be filled and your support and donations are more vital than ever.

                                                   Marianne


